
NAAE Board Public Policy Committee Report – July 2007 1

NAAE Public Policy Committee 
Board Committee Report 

July 18, 2007 
Alexandria, Virginia 

 
Board Committee Chair:  Harold Eckler (standing in for Tom Hofmann) 
Full Committee Chair:  Mark Steber, Illinois 
Committee Members: Lee James, Kevin Fochs, Kathy Conerly, Greg Curlin, Ray Nash, and 

Sally Shomo.  Also present were Jay Jackman, Alissa Smith, Jessica 
Sloan, Amanda Fickes and Bill Munns.  Mark Steber joined the meeting 
via conference call. 

 
Committee Mission:  The mission and purpose of the Public Policy Committee is to identify 
key public policy issues at the national level and suggest ways for the NAAE to more effectively 
advocate for issues related to and having influence on agricultural education. 
 
Recruit FFA Award Winners into Ag Ed 
 
Kathy Conerly moved, Sally Shomo seconded, to support the idea of state supervisors sending a 
list of state FFA award winners to the land grant universities to recruit members into the 
agricultural education profession. 
 
Ray Nash moved, Greg Curlin seconded, to refer this motion to the 10 X 15 committee.  The 
motion carried. 
 
Encourage University Students to Attend NAAE Regional and National Meetings 
  
It was proposed that each regional NAAE meeting provide a section for pre-service teachers and 
encourage university students to attend the meetings and explore the possibility of offering 
university credit for participation in NAAE region or national meetings.  The board had no 
problem with encouraging students to attend; however, offering university credit can be difficult.  
It was recommended that regional vice presidents work with host states to program the student 
focused programs, offer student rates for conference attendance, and to provide the college 
students with something in return for their attendance. 
 
Encourage the National FFA to Promote a National CDE on Agricultural Education 
 
Lee James moved, Greg Curlin seconded, to encourage the National FFA Organization to 
develop a national agricultural education CDE.  Kevin Fochs moved, Ray Nash seconded, to 
refer this motion to the 10 X 15 task force.  The motion to refer carried. 
 
Resolution Process 
 
It was recommended that the NAAE board develop a resolution process that would allow each 
state to propose their public policy recommendations to the NAAE for adoption at the national 
NAAE convention.  The resolutions process was replaced by the committee process some years 
ago.  It is not necessary to re-implement a resolutions process.  The Public Policy committee 
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should be able to accomplish this through the process currently in place.  State presidents are 
urged to bring forward their good policy recommendations to NAAE regional and national 
committee meetings. 
  
Ray Nash moved, Kevin Fochs seconded, to reject creating a resolutions process.  Thy motion 
carried. 
 
Thank Your Legislator 
 
It was recommended to encourage all members to contact their legislators to build a relationship 
and to thank legislators for the reauthorization of Carl Perkins and remind them of the great work 
Carl Perkins money supports. 
 
This is already being done … no action is needed on this recommendation. 
 
Encourage All States to Send One Member to ACTE NPS 
 
It was recommended to encourage all states to send one member to NPS.  This is already taking 
place … no action is needed on this recommendation. 
 
Endorsing Funding Issue through Farm Bill 
 
Kevin Fochs moved, Sally Shomo seconded, to endorse the current initiative items for ag ed 
funding through the Farm Bill.  The motion carried. 
 
The ag ed related item in the Farm Bill is the secondary and postsecondary education challenge 
grant program.  We will push to stay included in the Farm Bill and to get more applications to 
justify asking for more money.  We will also push to add universities to compete for SPEC 
grants, as long as the universities must collaborate with at least one secondary or 2-year 
postsecondary institution. 
 
Teacher Recruitment and Retention 
 
It was recommended that NAAE develop a public policy agenda that can be shared with Team 
AgEd and integrated into a larger Team AgEd public policy agenda for use in securing funding 
from legislation such as the Farm Bill.  No action was taking on this item since 10 x 15 
initiatives are already working on teacher recruitment and advocacy. 
 
FFA Alumni Advocacy for Agricultural Education 
 
It was recommended that the National FFA Alumni Advocacy Pilot Program be expanded to a 
regional pilot program.  This is being reviewed by the 10 x 15 advocacy task force. 
 
Adjournment 
 
With no further business to be transacted, the committee meeting was adjourned. 


